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nicious principle of communal representation in the supreme
executive government with parity of representation for
Muslims and a community three times as strong numerically
as themselves, the principle would become a fixture,
from which India would find no way of escape except
through a revolution. That is why some of u<? have been
warning all concerned with all the sincerity and earnestness
we can command against forming the interim government on
the basis of a religious division made worse by the proposed
parity of representation between communities which are
wholly unequal and the denial of adequate representation to
other minority communities. We do iiope that this warning
will yet be heeded.
This conflict was encourged by the League leaders who
insisted on parity scheme. But Wavell was not a^le to
concede it. It is widely believed that no Viceroy could accept
this scheme. Not only did the Muslim League not represent
the provinces like the Punjab and the N.'W-F.P. but it had
an uneasy hold even on a province like Sind. In Bengal its
ministry had fallen and in Assam an all-parties ministry was
functioning. These realities could not be brushed aside*
Similarly, the fact tnac the Viceroy did not allow jinnah to
make a statement was widely appreciated. But what Mr.
Jinnah could not say at the conference he said at a
press conference he held in Simla the same evening.
This holding of the conference showed that Mr. Jinnah
was prepared to align himself with the other parties and
make common cause with the Congress, the Sikhs and the
Scheduled Castes. But why should not Jinnah adopt this
attitude I He was a political realist. This stand of his was not
a prolonged one. Earlier Wavell had encouraged Jinnah in
his shoutings for the moon. But he could not forget his own
policy in the matter. He had to satisfy the demands of the
Punjab and he had also to pay due attention to what Premier
Khan Sahib of N.-W.F.P. had to say in the matter. He had
also to bear in mind that Maulana Azad was not only the
President of the Congress, but also leader of the nationalist
Muslims, and he had talked to him keeping his two roles in
view.
The Sikhs and the Hindu'Sabhaites and the Christians had
also to be satisfied* while one seat should go to the Farsces,